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Greetings Comrades. I want to inform you that we as 
a department are doing great so far this year. But there 
are some things that need to be addressed. 

One thing is that as the District Meetings are starting to 
get gear up, be sure to get the word out about  
membership and the programs that are needed to  
become All-State and All-American. 

In the Bylaws and Ritual book, you know, the Podium 
Book. In section 218, page 74, para k. states “Assure 
that the Commander or their representatives attend all 
properly called District Conventions or meetings and 
County Councils (if applicable).

The meaning of this is to ensure that all posts in a 
district have the information from the meetings. Does 
it mean that the Commander is the only person to 
attend these meetings or conventions? No, but it does 
mean that someone needs to be in attendance. And 
Commanders, if someone other than you are attending, 
please don’t send them without your commander’s 
report and other info about what is happening in your 
post.

One item of great concern of mine is that everything 
we do is governed by the Podium Book. If your post 
is striving towards All-State or All-American, DO IT 
BY THE BOOK. This also pertains to the Commanders 
Book. Post, District, and State Chairman need to pay  
attention to the due dates for Americanism, Patriot’s 
Pen, and Voice of Democracy, Safety, and other  
programs. 

The question about “geographical area,” Some  
people have stated about mileage between posts.  
Section 214 – Solicitation of Funds defines what you 
can do. But if you have 2-3 posts within a 50–60-mile 
radius, that geographical area can get cloudy. In the 
past, it’s sometimes handled by just an email to inform 
that post of your intentions in their area. Usually about 
30 days or so before your event. Common Courtesy 
goes a long way!!

Community Service is a program that never ends. What 
I mean is that even little things mean so much to the 
people we help. Spend some time in a retirement 
 

State Commander meSSage

ron delaney
Air Force - Post 4588

facility and talk to the residents, they love it. Help  
others that are less fortunate or are having problems.

Let’s talk about Suicide Awareness. I recently lost a 
friend to suicide. He was only 51. He sent me a friend 
request on FB and I thought it was a scam, as he and I 
were already friends on FB. Was this his way of trying 
to reach out for help? I don’t know and that question 
will stay with me for the rest of my life. We need to 
watch out for these hints or keywords in a letter. 

Buddy checks continue to work. Reach out to members 
on your roster. The Quartermaster can print out a roster 
and anyone can start calling or visiting. This can also 
help with membership and retention. I have talked to 
a Korean War veteran who was an annual member. All 
he wanted to do was to talk to someone, drink coffee, 
and when I left, I had the dues in my hand. But Buddy 
checks could also help with a veteran need. 

We can and will do great things this year with everyone 
working together towards our goal “No one doe more 
for veterans.” 
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23-24 General Order-03
PAGES 4 - 5 ARE TO BE READ AT MEETINGS THEN POSTED

MANDATORY: 
General Orders: All material in the State General Orders is directive in nature and will be read to the  
membership at the Post regular membership meetings each month. Some of these have remained the 
same and will remain for a while longer to instill their importance to our order. New Items will 
be added to the General Order and will have some highlighted in Red areas.

ARTICLE X - RULES OF ORDER
Sec. 1001 - Rules of Order Governing All Meetings.
25. The dispensation and/or consumption of alcoholic beverages or use of smoking/vaping products in 
VFW  
meeting rooms during VFW meetings are prohibited.

Post Commanders: If you, your Quartermaster, or Adjutant do not have an email address please  
designate a member of your Post, with an email address, to disseminate information from District and 
Headquarters. Also, please ensure the Post roster is always up to date and accurate. 

Article I, Sec. 103 - Election.
Applications. After the applicant has filled out the application card, it should be provided to the Post 
Adjutant or Quartermaster, together with the dues (and admission fee, if applicable).A receipt shall be 
given to the applicant.

An applicant may be recommended after eligibility has been fully determined by the Post Reviewing 
Committee. With respect to a Department Member-at-Large, the National Organization and/or the  
Department Headquarters will be responsible for eligibility determination.

The original application of every member will be retained on file with the Adjutant. Balloting on  
Applications. Before voting on the application during a Post meeting, the Commander shall allow the 
members present an opportunity to state their objections, if any, to the admission of the applicant.  
Unless one member present shall request a written ballot, a vote shall be taken and a majority of the 
votes cast shall decide acceptance or rejection of the application.

WEARING OF HATS: Attention of Commanders, at all levels, are directed to action of the National 
Council of Administration prohibiting the wearing of VFW sport caps and/or western style caps at VFW 
meetings in place of the regulation cap of the VFW official uniform as set forth in the National Bylaws 
and Manual of Procedure Article VIII, Section 803; Cap. A cap of the overseas type, lettered with 
VFW initials, Post numerals, state, rank of office (when applicable), and bearing the Cross of Malta  
emblem, shall be the regulation cap to be worn with or without the uniform. The color shall be green, 
shade 51. Lettering on each cap shall be in gold.

Organizational echelons will be designated by the color of the braid (piping) and letters on the caps as 
follows:

Post officers, members and Past Post Commanders -- gold braid; County Council officers and Past Coun-
ty Council Commanders -- bright blue braid; District officers, except District Commanders and Past Dis-
trict Commanders -- bright green braid; Department officers and Past Department officers, Conference 
officers and Past Conference officers, and District Commanders and Past District Commanders -- bright 
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red braid; National officers and Past Commanders-in-Chief -- silver braid.

The National Council of Administration may designate other colors or color combinations of the cap, 
braid and lettering to be worn on the caps of All-American and All- State honorees, life members and 
aides-de-camp. Past Commanders-in-Chief and National officers with a Council vote, other than Na-
tional District Council Members, may wear white caps with gold lettering and braid.

Regulation caps shall be worn by elected and appointed officers at all official meetings. Uniforms. Sub-
ject to the approval of the sponsoring units, color guards, drill teams and similar units may adopt op-
tional uniforms and campaign hats, berets, helmets or other headgear for wear at parades, assemblies 
and similar events and at official functions in the performance of duties. Headgear shall be uniform for 
all members of the unit. If organizational emblems are worn on VFW Color Guard Headgear, one of them 
must be the Cross of Malta.

and VFW Ritual;

General Rule 13, (a) All members who are able will stand during the offering of the prayers; (b) members 
will follow the action of the Chaplain or presiding officer relative to removal of caps during prayers; if 
uncovering, the hat shall be placed on the extended closed fingers of the right hand in such a way that 
the Cross of Malta is exposed and held over the heart; (c) official caps will not be worn during luncheons, 
banquets or other meals; (d) Official caps will be the only head covering allowed to be worn at regular 
meetings of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

         BY COMMAND OF
         RON DELANEY
         STATE COMMANDER

 OFFICIAL:

 
 Mitchell R. Cota, PSC
 State Adjutant



District 9 Meeting
District 10 Meeting
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District 5 Meeting
District 8 Meeting
District 12 Meeting
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District Meeting/Workshop District Meeting/Workshop District Convention

District 2
August 26, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3267
1133 Hickory Ave., Harahan, LA 70123
Registration 9am  
Meetings 10am

District 2
January 13, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3750---
140 Angus Dr., Luling, LA 70070
Registration 9am  
Meetings 10am

District 2
May 4, 2024

District Convention
Meetings place:  
Post 3750
140 Angus Dr., Luling, LA 70070
Registration 9am  
Meetings 10am

District 3
August 26, 2023

School of Instruction
Meetings place:  
Post 5097
1004 Tiger Dr., Thibodaux, LA 70302 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 3
 January 13, 2024

Business/Awards
Meetings place:  
Post 5097
1004 Tiger Dr., Thibodaux, LA 70302
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 3
April 20, 2024

Business/Elections
Meetings place:  
Post 5097
1004 Tiger Dr., Thibodaux, LA 70302 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 4
August 19, 2023

Workshop Following C of A
Meeting place:
Post 9822
120 VFW Road, Duson, LA 70529
Registration - 9:00 a.m.
Joint Opening - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch - 12:00 p.m.
VFW/Aux Business Session - 1 pm

District 4
November 18, 2023

Programs
Meeting place:
Post 4158
102 Jimmy C Vorhoff Jr Dr. 
Abbeville LA 70510
Registration - 9:00 a.m.
Joint Opening - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch - 12:00 p.m.
VFW/Aux Business Session - 1 pm

District 4
February 10, 2024

Mid-Year Update/Awards
Meeting place:
Post 1982
1907 Jefferson Terrace Blvd., New Iberia, LA 
70562 
Registration - 9:00 a.m.
Joint Opening - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch - 12:00 p.m.
VFW/Aux Business Session - 1 pm

District 4
April 13th

Elections
Meeting place:
Post 4158
102 Jimmy C Vorhoff Jr Dr. 
Abbeville LA 70510
Registration - 9:00 a.m.
Joint Opening - 10:00 a.m.
Lunch - 12:00 p.m.
VFW/Aux Business Session - 1 pm

District Meetings
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District 5
September 9, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3802
5416 Hwy 27 S., De Quincy, LA 70633 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($?)

District 5
November 12, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 9854
2292 Highway 109 S, Vinton, LA 70668 
Registration 1pm  
Sessions start at 2pm.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($?)

District 5
April 20, 2024

District Convention
Meetings place:  
Post 7321
2668 Hwy 171 North, Lake Charles, LA 70611 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($?)

District 7
August 19, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 8971
3809 Highway 190, Eunice, LA 70535
Registration 9am.  
Meeting start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 7
October 28, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 2484
123 N Liberty St., Opelousas, LA 70570
Registration 9am.  
Meeting start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 7
May 18, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 5153
1020 VFW Drive, Arnaudville, LA 70512
Registration 9am.  
Meeting start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($8)

District 8
September 9, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3784
13214 S Choctaw Dr., Baton Rouge LA 70815 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($7)

District 8
January 13, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3693
42430 Church Point Rd., Gonzales, LA 70737 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($7)

District 8
April 27, 2024

Nomination and Elections
Meetings place:  
Post 4224
3215 Ben Williams Lane, Baker, LA 70714 
Registration 9am-10am.  
Sessions start at 10am.  
Lunch 12pm.  ($7)

District 9
September 16, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 8290
28000 Main St., Lacombe, LA 70445
Registration 9am 
Sessions start at 10am  
Breakout 11am

District 9
January 20, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3652
15800 Demarco Lane., Hammond, LA 70403
Registration 9am 
Sessions start at 10am  
Breakout 11am

District 9
April 20, 2024

District Convention
Meetings place:  
Post 8720
21470 Mire Dr., Abita Springs, LA 70420
Registration 9am 
Sessions start at 10am  
Breakout 11am

District Meetings



9

District 10
September 16, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3841
2471 Leglise St., Mansura, LA 71350
Registration 10am 
Sessions start at 10:30am  
Lunch 12pm.  ($10 Donation)

District 10
February 17, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 8852
2419 3rd St., Alexandria, LA 71302
Registration 10am 
Sessions start at 10:30am  
Lunch 12pm.  ($10 Donation)

District 10
May 18, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 3139
412 Elmo S., Marksville, LA 71351
Registration 10am 
Sessions start at 10:30am  
Lunch 12pm.  ($10 Donation)

District 11
August 26, 2023

District Meeting
Meeting place:
Post 5442 (Farmerville)
100 Hudson Rd., Farmerville LA 71241
Registration/meet & greet 10:30am 
Meeting 11am: 

District 11
January 6, 2024 

District Meeting
Meeting place:
Post 3615 (Ruston)
200 E. Mississippi Ave., Ruston LA 71270
Registration/meet & greet 10:30am 
Meeting 11am: 

District 11
May 4, 2024 

District Convention
Meeting place:
Post 1809 (Monroe)
1499 Highway 594, Monroe LA 71203
Registration/meet & greet 10:30am 
Meeting 11am: 

District 12
September 9, 2023

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 5187
860 Dahlia Vines St., Zwolle, LA 71486
Registration 9am 
Lunch  ($10)

District 12
January 20, 2024

District Meeting
Meetings place:  
Post 4588
1004 Jeter St., Bossier City, LA 71111
Registration 9am   
Lunch  ($10)

District 12
May 11, 2024

District Convention
Meetings place:  
Post 5951
1315 Northgate Road, Bossier City, LA 71112
Registration 9am 
Lunch  ($10)

District Meetings

Future Dates to reMeMber 

July 27 - August 1, 2024 - National Convention, Louisville, KY

August 9 -14, 2025 - National Convention, Columbus, OH

August 15 - 20, 2026 - National Convention, Salt Lake City, UT

July 31 - August 54, 2027 - National Convention, Milwaukee, WI

August 5 - 10, 2028 - National Convention, San Antonio, TX
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The Department of Louisiana has completed our 
State Council of Administration (COA). By now, the 
District COA meetings have started in full swing. 
Hopefully, each district has some great training 
scheduled for the members of their district. This is 
the time of year that everyone learns what is  
expected for this program year. I hope each  
member, post commander and district commander  
accomplish your goals this year. If you need any 
help or have questions, feel free to call. 

Many wildfires have burned across areas in the state 
of Louisiana. The fires have caused residents to 
evacuate and unfortunately, some have lost  
everything. I ask each post and district  
commander to do buddy checks. Check on your 
members to make sure they are ok and find out if 
they need anything. Remember, the Department has 
a form that can be used to sign up for disaster relief 
assistance.  

We have received good news for many of you. I 
wrote in a previous Mail Call that the only cap  
allowed in official VFW meetings is the cap with the 
color 51 green. As of 27 August, the sandstone cap 
is now allowed. Those of you that have the  
sandstone caps, you can now legally wear them 
during official VFW meetings. 

I will be starting my post visitations about 7  
September. I will send an email, text or phone call 
to the post commanders of each post that I plan to 
visit. I look forward to seeing each of you at your 
post and district meetings. I hope each of you have 
a great year!

State Sr. ViCe Commander’S meSSage

debbie mCelhannon
Army - Post 9854

Future Dates to reMeMber 

 June 27 - 30, 2024 - State Convention
    Alexandria, LA
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Comrades,

It was great seeing those who attended the Counsel of 
Administration.  The Department of Louisiana is here to 
assist all Posts and Districts.  Let’s continue to grow our 
organization and mentor our future leaders.  Let’s work 
together with our Auxiliary.  We are much stronger and 
can accomplish more when we work together.  

If you haven’t already, it’s time to distribute all our VFW 
programs to local schools.  Americanism, Patriot’s Pen 
and Voice of Democracy are great programs to promote 
Patriotism with our youth.  I challenge all Posts to  
participate in these programs.  I would also like see our 
Post participate in the Citizen Education Teacher and 
Safety programs.  

I have attended District 3 and 4’s School of Instruction/
District meetings so far.  Excellent presentation and  
information presented at these meetings.  I look  
forward to attending other District meetings around the 
State.  

Thanks for all you do!  

State Jr. ViCe Commander’S meSSage

JameS m. preStenbaCk
Army - Post 3665
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State adJutant’S meSSage

Comrades. I hope this issue finds you well.

My message is personal this issue. Each September 
during the observance and recognition of those held 
as POW or in my Cota family, MIA, has a 
deeper meaning for us.

My Cota family service to our country stems from 
my father George F. Cota Sr., who began his service 
in 1942 during World War II, and again in 1951 in 
Korea. We have had someone from our family in 
uniform each decade until 2020, when my daughter 
Jessica K. (Cota) now Thomas left the Air National 
Guard after serving12 years.

My father also was a Charter Member of VFW Post 
6706, now defunct, and served during the 40’s and 
50’s, I served during the 70’s, 80’s, 90’s, and retiring 
from service in 07. My daughter’s service started in 
08, through the 10’s, and ending her service in 2020. 
If you noticed I left the 60’s out of our timeline but 
for a reason. What I would like to share with you all 
now, that some of you may know about my Uncle 
but I believe most of you do not.

After my father passed away in 1996 we discovered 
he had had a half brother that was lost and listed as 
MIA in Vietnam. And my brothers and sister had an 
uncle we never knew. Below is a description of my 
uncles case file.

Engineman Second Class 
(EN2) Ernest Keno Cota, who 
joined the U.S. Navy from 
California, served aboard the 
USS Harnett County (LST 
821). On May 14, 1968, the 
Harnett  
County was anchored in the 
Bassac River near the Naval 
Support Activity  
Detachment at Binh Thuy,  
South Vietnam. That evening, EN2 Cota and two other 
soldiers were waiting for the liberty boat to take them 
back to the ship when EN2 Cota fell into the water. 
Several men jumped in after him, but were quickly 
exhausted by the strong current, and were unable to 
retrieve him. An extensive search was performed, but 

mitChell r. Cota, pSC
Air Force - Post 3750

EN2 Cota was not seen again. Today, Engineman 
Second Class Cota is  
memorialized on the Courts of the Missing at the 
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific. His name 
is also inscribed along with all his fallen comrades on 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, 
DC.

I was 11 when my uncle fell into the river waters 
of Vietnam, a young man of 23 forever on duty.  
Mine and my family’s hope and wish is one day 
everyone missing that can be found, will be found, 
and returned home. For this branch of Cota’s living 
in Louisiana, based on all information available, 
DPAA assessed that my uncle’s case to be in the 
analytical category of Non-recoverable.  May he 
and all other MIA’s unable to return home fine 
peace and well as their waiting families.

 (EN2) Ernest Keno Cota

USS LST 82, Harnett County
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Greetings Comrades, what a busy August, I want to first 
thank all of you who have reached out offering assistance 
and prayers for Nellie. Glad to report that as of 30 Au-
gust, she was released from the rehab hospital and back 
home to let the ankles heal and continue therapy on an 
outpatient status. Let the healing and recovery continue 
so she can resume her  
normal activities.

Now onto Council business, the weekend of 25-27  
August I attended the National Council of Administration 
Meeting in Kansas City, over the weekend a detailed and 
very open discussion during the Budget Committee  
Meeting trying to get the questions answered and justi-
fication for the line items that were requested. After 6-7 
hours of deliberations and explanations, the committee 
was satisfied with the amendments made to bring before 
the entire Council the Budget for the 2023-2024 VFW 
Year that passed unanimously. Many other items brought 
up during our workshop were reports concerning the  
different programs and the use of AI by students to create 
VOD/PP essays, Lyn Rolf has sent out an email with a 
link to check the entries your Post receives. Also with the 
success of the 1st National Cornhole Tourney it has been 
decided that this will be a continuing event at upcoming 
Conventions, modifications to the format and times will 
be made as part of lessons learned. Over $120,000.00 
was donated from Posts, Districts and Departments to 
assist the Dept of Hawaii with the relief efforts in Maui. 
National Sr Vice CIC Al Lippardt did inform me that he 
would be the National Rep for our Mid-Winter  
Conference in January.

Look forward to seeing all of you who are attending the 
Southern Conference in Tulsa 2-5 November and the 
Southern Conference Cruise 12-17 December. We have 
many things going on within our Department and the 
Southern Conference, keep those affected by the wildfires 
and hurricanes in your thoughts and prayers. Until next 
month let’s keep pushing forward and doing those buddy 
checks.

Committeemen Corner

robert “bobby” loVergne, pSC
National Committee Member

Air Force - Post 3750
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Have you ever been on a journey or task, hit a slight 
roadbump, lost your focus, and thought you can’t  
continue forward? Often times when I was in the military 
my Soldiers would do the same thing. So often that I used 
it to teach or drive home a point. The point was actually 
quite simple, When we go through a difficult or hard task 
and emerge on the other side we do so a bigger person. I 
can reflect clearly on a rotation in the desert of Fort Irwin 
and it’s the difficult times that looking back made the 
biggest memories. 

Our VFW journey is no different than the ones in the  
military.  When aren’t deployed or carrying weapons but 
it overcoming adversity that we develop the most. Large 
or small VFWs at the end have the same mission. To 
assist our community and most importantly our Veterans. 
We all might not have quite as large a team or have the 
same tools at our disposal but always remember that to 
each veteran we serve that we never know how important 
our jobs might be for them.

If you need anything of me I am only a text, call, email, 
or Facebook message away. The only stupid question is 
the one you should have asked but didn’t. 

God bless and best wishes 

MSG David Fields, Retired 
State Chaplain 
Msgdfields@gmail.com 
318-402-9747 

State Chaplain’ meSSage

daVid b. fieldS
Army - Post 7287
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Service Member 2D Lt FreD L. brewer
Conflict    worLD war ii

Service  uniteD state arMy air Forces  
 

Status   accounteD For

Date of  august 10, 2023
Identification

On August 10, 2023, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) identified 
the remains of Second Lieutenant Fred L. Brewer Jr., missing from World War II.

Second Lieutenant Brewer, who joined the U.S. Army Air Forces from North  
Carolina, was a Tuskegee Airman and member of the 100th Fighter Squadron, 
332nd Fighter Group. On October 19, 1944, he piloted a single-seat P-51C Mustang 
(tail number 43-25108, nicknamed “Traveling Light”) out of Ramitelli Air Field in 
Italy as one of fifty-seven fighters on a bomber escort mission over enemy targets in 
Regensburg, Germany. The flight left Ramitelli and split into three groups over the 
Udine area of Italy to continue on to the target area. However, heavy cloud cover 
forced nine fighters to return to Ramitelli early, and none of the other fighters could 
locate their bomber aircraft or the target. Forty-seven fighters eventually returned 
to base, and 2nd Lt. Brewer was not among them. Reports from other pilots on the 
mission indicate that 2nd Lt. Brewer had been attempting to climb his aircraft out of 
the cloud cover but stalled out and fell into a spin. After the war, a body was  
recovered by U.S. personnel from a civilian cemetery in the area, but the remains 
could not be identified using techniques available at the time and were interred as 
an unknown. In 2011, researchers examined the case of those unknown remains 
and discovered that an Italian police report indicated they were recovered from 
a crashed fighter plane on the same day as 2LT Brewer’s disappearance. German 
wartime records corroborated this information. In June 2022, the remains were 
disinterred and sent to a DPAA laboratory for further study. The totality of evidence 
allowed a positive identification of the remains as those of 2LT Brewer.

Second Lieutenant Brewer is memorialized on the Tablets of the Missing at the  
Florence American Cemetery in Impruneta, Italy.

2D Lt FreD L. brewer

Unit 100th Fighter Squadron, 
332 Fighter Group

Loss Italy

Home of record NC
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Service Member 2D Lt FreD L. brewer
Conflict    VietnaM war

Service  uniteD state Marine corps  
 

Status   accounteD For

Date of  august 8, 2023
Identification

On August 2, 2023, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) identified 
the remains of Captain Ralph Jim Chipman, missing from the Vietnam War.

Captain Chipman entered the U.S. Marine Corps from Utah and was a member of 
the Marine All-Weather Attack Squadron 533, Marine Air Group 15, 1st Marine Air 
Wing. On December 27, 1972, he was the pilot aboard an A-6A Intruder  
(bureau number 155666, call sign “Tiny 05”) which took off from Royal Thai Air 
Base Nam Phong, Khon Kaen Province, Thailand, carrying two crew members on 
a night combat mission over North Vietnam. The Intruder was last heard from 
when an airborne controller received a radio transmission indicating “Tiny 05” was 
beginning its entry into the target area. No subsequent radio contact was made, and 
an aerial search conducted over the area was unsuccessful in locating the aircraft or 
crew. On July 1, 1974, the Marine Corps changed Capt Chipman’s status from  
Missing in Action to Killed in Action. Investigations following the incident  
continued for decades, with investigators eventually discovering remains and  
material evidence which are believed to be associated with Capt Chipman and the 
other aviator in the area of the crash site.

Captain Chipman is memorialized on the Courts of the Missing at the National  
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific. His name is also inscribed along with all his f 
allen comrades on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, DC.

capt raLph JiM chipMan

Unit VMA 533 (AW) MAG 15

Loss North Vietnam

Home of record UT
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LegisLativeClick here to sign up new veteran’s advocates for Action Coprs
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VFW PROGRAMS DEADLINE DATES 

Smart/Maher Citizenship Education Teacher Award 

*October 31, Entries to the Post
November 15, Completion of Post judging
December 15, Completion of District judging
*February 1, Department winners and reports due to National (to guarantee receipt for Department
Convention presentation)

Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen 
*October 31, Student entries to the Post
November 15, Completion of Post judging
December 15, Completion of District judging
January 10, Completion of Department judging
January 15, District participation reports due to Department Chairmen

*January 15, Department winners due to National
*January 31, Department reports due to National

Scout of the Year 
*March 1, Scout entries to the Post
*April 1, Post entries to Department Scouting Chairman or Department HQs
*May 1, Department entry to National from Department Scouting Chairman or Department HQs

Community Service 
*April 30, Post Special Project & Fred C. Hall Award Submission (Department to National)
*April 30, National Outstanding Community Service Post Submission(s) (Department to National)
*June 30, Community Service Reports Deadline

Public Servant National Award (Law Enforcement, Firefighter, Emergency Services) 
January 1, Nominations due (from Post to Department) 
*February 1, (to guarantee receipt for Department Convention presentation), Nominations due from
Department to National

National Certificate of Recognition 
April 1 (to guarantee receipt for Department Convention presentation), List due to National from 
Department 

*Required deadline (by VFW National Headquarters.) All other deadlines are suggested, and can 
be internally set at the discretion of the VFW Department leadership. Post Chairmen, be sure to 
communicate with your District Chairmen to find out their official deadlines, and District 
Chairmen need to communicate with their Department Chairmen to find out their deadlines. 

Updated  8 /1/2022
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COMMANDER’S CHALLENGE

Commander-in-Chief Duane Sarmiento is issuing his first challenge 
to all our Posts to get a strong start to membership growth and to 

move us toward our goal of 102% for this membership year!

This membership year is already off to a strong start, and the Commander-in-Chief 
wants to keep that momentum going. To do that, he’s set out the first of his membership 
challenges this year to encourage Posts to raise their membership numbers.

This contest will measure a Post’s increase in membership from August 1st through August 31st, 2023. Dues payments and applications 
processed online before close of business will be credited that day, payments and applications made through the mail will be processed 

when received. . Questions about this or other membership programs can be sent to membership@vfw.org.

For this month’s challenge, we’re going to continue 
focusing on membership growth and see how many 
members a Post can bring in during the month 
of August. New members, renewing members, 
and reinstated members, as well as dues-paying 
transfers will all count towards this contest goal.

The Post in each membership division that shows 
the highest increase in their membership total will 
win a $500 cash award and a framed citation for 
the Post!

This contest will specifically count Annual members; since Life Members will not show 
up in your Post’s totals until September, they will not factor into this month’s contest. 

Membership is a continual process through the year, and it’s always the right time to 
bring in new members, make sure your Annual members renew or convert to Life, and 
work those Unpaid/Expired lists to bring members back into the fold.

The goal for this year is 102%, and with hard work we know that it is 
within our reach. This is going to be the year that we show exceptional 

growth because this will be the year everyone will go out and 
MEET THE CHALLENGE!
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From National Sources 
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Right:
The PJ’s owner Andrew Jones asked  Post 3750 what 
he could do to honor veterans in the Luling  
community to go along with the VFW Branded 
packages of coffee he was selling in his store.  So the 
first Sunday of each month he opens the door to PJ’s for 
veterans within the community for coffee and 
comradeship with others. 

Below:
Members of VFW Post 3750 along with Members for 
the American Legion Post 131 and veterans from the 
Luling community meet monthly for coffee at   
Luling’s PJ’s.

dIStrIct 2 - poSt 3750
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SR VICE CDR RAFFLE 
DRAWING 27 JANUARY 2024 AT MID-
WINTER CONFERENCE IN ALEXANDRIA 
TICKETS $10.00 EACH FOR 3 PRIZES 
1ST PRIZE – RUGER AMERICAN 6.5 
CREEDMOOR WITH VORTEX SCOPE 
2ND PRIZE – WOODEN FLAG 
3RD PRIZE – METAL LASER ART PIECE 

 

RUGER AMERICAN® RIFLE WITH 
VORTEX® CROSSFIRE II® RIFLESCOPE 

 

FForF 

19” X 36”       18” X 12” 
For more information contact Jennifer Lockett @ 337-602-8418 or Debbie 
McElhannon @ 337-526-3695. Thank you for your support! 
Return tickets by 26 Jan at MWC or mail by 18 Jan to 5455 Henderson Rd, Vinton, LA 70668    
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DEPARTMENT OF LOUISIANA, VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

PLEASE DISREGARD ANY OTHER BUDDY POPPY ORDER FORMS! THESE ARE 
THE PRICES YOU WILL BE CHARGED!!!! 

DISTRICT # ____________ DATE: __________________ 
POST #__________________ 
AUXILIARY # __________  

BUDDY POPPY ORDER FORM 

 MAIL TO:  VFW DEPT. OF LOUISIANA ALL CHECKS ARE TO BE MADE  
10185 MAMMOTH AVE.    PAYABLE TO “VFW DEPT. OF LA” 
BATON ROUGE, LA 70814 

GRAND TOTAL:____________ 

SHIP POPPIES TO: ____________________________________________________ TITLE: _____________________ 
STREET ADDRESS: (PHYSICAL ADDRESS – NO -- P.O. BOXES!) 
___________________________________________________________________________________  

CITY: ____________________________________STATE: ____________ ZIP: ____________ 

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY: 
__________ QUANTITY ORDERED FROM NATIONAL – DATE _____________ 

__________ QUANTITY SHIPPED FROM DEPT HQ           DATE _____________ 

 DATE RECEIVED ______________ CHECK # ______________     CHECK AMOUNT___________________ 

QUANTITY: ITEM: PRICE: TOTAL: 
BUDDY POPPIES    Per 1,000 $275.00 $ 

       Per 500 $137.50 $ 

SUB-TOTAL= 

Please allow 10-12 weeks for processing!

All other VFW Buddy Poppy supplies may be purchased directly from the VFW Store Online by 
visiting their website www.vfwstore.org. See list of other Buddy Poppy Items and Product Codes 

that VFW Store Offers
ITEM NAME:
Buddy Poppy Coin Canisters                       A9703

ITEM #:

Buddy Poppy Posters                                    09701
Buddy Poppy Volunteer Buttons              09705

Visit the VFW Store website listed above to order and view more items offered!


